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Everyone knows the big
guy in a red suit who
squeezes down chimneys
on Christmas Eve, but do
you know these not-so-jolly
creatures? Take a trip to
Europe and meet some of
Germany'’s mythical holiday
legends.

SLEEP TIGHT, FRAU PERCHTA’S GONNE BITE
Unlike other fairytale Father Christmases,
this German story involves beatings and getting
stuffed in a burlap sack. Frau Perchta strikes fear
even among the most daring of children.

“Frau Perchta was supposedly this figure that
would come if you were bad and, you know, cut
you open and take out your innards and scary
things like that. But ironically she was supposed

to be really nice otherwise. She was still this kind
of monstrous figure,” German teacher Valerie Phil-
lips said. “Similar to [other stories], she was just this
story parents tell their kids in Germany.”
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